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EO 11652: NA DECON 2/1 1/76 
TAGS: PINS PLO XF IT 

SUB J : REPORTED EXECUTION OF PALESTINIAN TERRORIST LEADER 

REF: STATE 29915 

1. PLO REP'S CLAIM THAT HIS ORGANIZATION HAS "EXECUTED" LEADER 
OF ROME AIRPORT ATTACK PROBABLY WAS REFERENCE TO THE LATE 
AHMED ABDEL GHAFFOUR (ABU MAHMOUD), RENEGADE FATAH TERRORIST 
LUMINARY WHO WAS ASSASSINATED ON BEIRUT STREET BY FATAH INTELLI- 
GENCE OPERATIVES IN SEP 1974. THERE HAD BEEN VARIOUS REPORTS 

OF HIS INVOLVEMENT, WITH LIBYAN BACKING, IN DEC 1973 ROME 
AIRPORT MASSACRE. HOWEVER, WE RECALL THAT ABDEL GHAFFOUR WAS 
ASSASSINATED NOT BECAUSE OF HIS EARLIER TERRORIST ACTIVITIES. BUT 
BECAUSE HE WAS SUSPECTED OF BEING RINGLEADER IN PLOT BY DISSI- 
DENT FATAH ELEMENTS TO KILL YASIR 'ARAFAT. 

2. WOULD APPEAR THAT PUBLIC PRONOUNCEMENTS BY PLO SPOKES- 
MEN ANXIOUS TO ENHANCE PLO'S "ANTI-TERRORIST" IMAGE ARE 
CUFF ASSESSMENT, FOR WHAT IT WORTH, IS THAT PLO REP IN 
PISTORIA-PROBABLY UNDER SOME PRESSURE FROM HIS AUDIENCE TO 
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DEMONSTRATE PLO'S SERIOUSNESS ABOUT PUNISHING TERRORISTS— 

CHOSE TO EMBROIDER PLO’S RECENT PRONOUNCEMENTS FOR HIS OWN 
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CONVENIENCE. AS NOTED IN OUR 1443, THOSE PRONOUNCEMENTS 
IMPLIED THAT ANOTHER OF ABDEL GHAFFOUR'S EARLIER TERRORIST 
ACTIVITIES (IN AUG 1974 IN DUBAI) WAS REASON FOR HIS "EXECUTION ". 
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